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On behalf of the Ministry of Education, Thailand, may | reaffirm Thailand’s
commitment to SEAMEO and its mission to serve as a catalyst for regional
cooperation on education and training for human resource development.

By working together, the SEAMEO Member Countries are better equipped
to resolve problems, in response to local, national, regional or global challenges
we face. We are also able to guarantee an improved quality of life for the people

of Southeast Asia.
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1. Sgaun®n 11 Useine Ag
(Member Countries)

ds13nu3gaulallde aswulungUng
[Republic of Indonesia] 7 Qumﬁuﬁ‘ W.A.2511

assasgusssUlaedsznvuan  aswnulunging

[The Lao People’s Democratic Republic] 7 f}ﬂ.lmﬁué W.A.2511

WAl [Malaysia] aswnulungUng
7 NUATWUS W.A.2511

d15130u5g AT asuulunging
[Republic of the Philippines] 7 qumﬁuﬁ‘ W.A.2511

d15150u3gaeAlUS asuulungung
[Republic of Singapore] 7 f]iJmﬁ’uﬁ‘ W.A.2511
seraninslve asuulungung
[Kingdom of Thailand] 7 qmmﬁ’uﬁ‘ W.A.2511
3190109NINUYY

[Kingdom of Cambodia] W.A.2514
uglumganau

[Brunei Darussalam] W.A.2527

dsnInusgaeautouisauu
[Socialist Republic of Vietnam] — W.A.2535

AWATWNIIN
[Union of Myanmar] W.A.2541

asasgussrisUlnefes-taan w.A.2549

[The Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste]
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2. dUNTINFAUNUVDITLULD
(Associate Members)
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[Frence Republic]
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[Commonwealth of Australia]

Aauaun [New Zealand]
LWAUIAT [Canada]

Annusa1sssgeaTuil

[Federal Republic of Germany]

Sve1aINTEUL

[Kingdom of Spain]

International Council for Open W.A. 2542
and Distance Education (ICDE)

UM1IN8188 Tsukuba
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1) aodusudinAnuiieatuimnssudmsuedons Suoanidedd
(Regional Graduate School of Engineering of Southeast Asia)
2) gudsziuginmaedens ussnidedifuiunsmansiuniou
(Southeast Asian Regional Center for Tropical Medicine)
3) anduseiugiaaieafudadindnuuassidelusunisnens
(Regional Institute for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture)
4) aonvugaufnwiwitedengJusenidedls (Southeast Asian Institute of Higher Education)
5) guéstiugiaaieafunisinyinermansuaadnenans
(Regional Center for Education in Science and Mathematics)
6) qusﬁizéﬁ’uqﬁmﬂLﬁ'mﬁ’ummﬁmqw (Regional English Language Center)
7) audimunnidideuriuedengJueenidesls (Southeast Asian Book Development Center)
8) andusziugfinmaneiuinguasinsviriiiensdne(Regional Institute of Educational Radioand Television)
9) mMsUszruUfuRnisiferiudenisiieunisasu (nstructional Materials Workshop)
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(The Second Southeast Asian Regional Manpower Assessment and Educational Planning Seminar)
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Dr Ramon C Bacanl
TAKES POST AS

SEAMEQ INNOTECH DIRECTOR

Starting 1 August 2010
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SEAMEO Regional Centre for Educational Innovation and Technology
Commonwealth Avenue
P O Box 207, UP Diliman, Quezon City 1101 PHILIPPINES
Tel No: +63 (2) 924-7681 to 4, 928-7348, 927-3017
Fax No: +63 (2) 921-0224, 928-7694, 928-7650

E-mailiinfo@seameo-innotech.org Website:www.seameo-innotech.org
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SEAMEO Regional Centre for Education in Science and Mathematics
Jalan Sultan Azlan Shah
11700 Gelugor, Penang
MALAYSIA
Tel No:  +60 (4) 652 2700 Fax No: +60 (4) 652 2737

E-mail:director@recsam.edu.my Website:www.recsam.edu.my
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(SEAMEO Regional Language Centre - SEAMEO RELC)
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SEAMEQO Regional Language Centre 30 Orange Grove Road
Singapore 258352

REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

Tel No: +65 6885-7888

Fax No: +65 6734-2753

E-mail:admin@relc.org.sg Website: www.relc.org.sg
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SEAMEQ Regional Centre for Higher Education and Development
5" Floor, Commission on Higher Education Building
328 Sri Ayutthaya Road
Rajathevee, Bangkok 10400, THAILAND
Tel No: +66 (0) 2644 9856 to 63, 2644 5418 Fax No: +66 (0) 2644 5421
E-mail: rihed@rihed.seameo.org Website: www.rihed.seameo.org
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SEAMEO Regional Centre for Vocational and Technical Education

Jalan Pasar Baharu

Gadong BE 1318

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Tel No: +673 244-7992 Fax No: +673 244-7955

E-mail: voctech@brunet.bn Website: www.voctech.org.bn
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SEAMEOQ Regional Training Centre
35 Le Thanh Ton Street, District 1
Ho Chi Minh City
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
Tel No:+84 (8) 3824 5617 to 8, 3823 2714 Fax No: +84 (8) 3823 2175

E-mail:retracinternational@vnseameo.org Website:www.vnseameo.org

-
="M
ﬂuﬂ‘égﬂ‘Ueﬂuilﬂqﬂ"J']ﬂ'?ﬂﬂ’]iﬂﬂ‘lﬁ!’]LLUULUG\“IJQ\?"U&IIQ S
ol
(SEAMEO Regional Open Learning Centre : SEAMOLEC) SEAMOLEC

caay o & Y ad 3 a o ) a = o
Auddile Fluda AwgNngInNIn Useinadulailde lnesguradulaiiide

Ihaweiziuludinmeuddeivssyudmiiienjlavesdiilodled w.ea. 2538

e UsTYNaNSTuLRsAnw Wit leny Tusenidedlldlinnuiureuly

M3dnsagudfinaTs warAudlaBudadndunisided w.a. 2540 lneysiavduaiy

MYIReuazMIRIN MIEneuIu NMsuwaniududeyaussmalulaglusunsdinwm

wvulanaznislna menstuusdymanegiiientss WIsUNLAUBLUTLLINIG

nsuntedamdsnany Ml ingUseasdvan Ao

atuayulivssnaauBnidSuaiansfnuuwuulawaznisiinyimalng

WiaLEsuNsANE RS e

PewhoUszmAanivue W Usziluwa duasy USuuuae

YYUIMINEATUAYUNTNSEULALANSRTINITAIOBNNANAY kALY

v

HaunsAnwindnaunnliunnauy

= = 1
NvYANAD

SEAMEOQ Regional Open Learning Centre

Kompleks Universitas Terbuka

JI. Cabe Raya, Pondok Cabe,

Pamulang 15418 PO Box 59/CPA,

Ciputat, Jakarta INDONESIA

Phone: (62-21) 7422184, Fax: (62-21) 7422276

Email: secretariat@seamolec.org Website:www.seamolec.org
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SEAMEO Centre for Quality Improvement of Teachers and

i I.T.“E' Educational Personnel (QITEP) in Science)
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SEAMEO Regional Centre for Quality Improvement of Teachers and

Education Personnel in Science

Jalan Diponegoro 12

Bandung 40115, West Java INDONESIA

Tel No: +62 (22) 420 7922 Fax No: +62 (22) 423 1191

E-mail: gitepscience@yahoo.com gitepscience@gmail.com

Website: www.qgitepscience.org
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SEAMEO Regional Centre for Quality Improvement of Teachers and

Education Personnel in Mathematics

Jalan Kaliurang Km 6 Sambisari

Condongcatur, Depok

Sleman, Yogyakarta 55283

INDONESIA

Tel No: +62 (274) 881 717 Fax No: +62 (274) 885 752

E-mail: gitepinmath@yahoo.com Website: www.qitepinmath.org
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Quality Improvement of Teachers and Education Personnel
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SEAMEO Regional Centre for Quality Improvement of Teachers and
Education Personnel in Language

Jalan Gardu, Srengseng Sawah

Jagakarsa, Jakarta Selatan 12640

INDONESIA

Tel No: +62 (21) 7888 4106; 7888 4140; 7888 4142
Fax No: +62 (22) 7888 4073
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SEAMEO Regional Centre for Graduate Study and Research
in Agriculture
College, Los Banos Laguna 4031, PHILIPPINES
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Fax No: +63 (21) 536-7097, 536-2914, 536-7164, 536-2283
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E-mail: post@agri.searca.org Website: www.searca.org
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SEAMEQ Regional Centre for Tropical and Biology %
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Jalan Raya Tajur, Km 6 .
P O Box 116, Bogor —
INDONESIA

Tel No: +62 (251) 832-3848, 837-1654, 831-9422, 838-4379

Fax No: +62 (251) 832-6851

E-mail: sau@biotrop.org Website: www.biotrop.org
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SEAMEQ Regional Centre for History and Tradition

Pyay Road

Yangon 11041

UNION OF MYANMAR

Tel No: +95 (1) 515-180, 534-664

Fax No: +95 (1) 515-175

E-mail: seameo chat@mptmail.net.mm

Website: www.seameochat.org
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LONATLUUNEY

CHARTER
OF
THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

ORGANIZATION

WE, the Peoples of Southeast Asia,

DESIROUS of attaining the benefits of peace, prosperity and security through an enlightened
citizenry,

RECOGNIZING the forces and the challenge of change in the contemporary world,

ANXIOUS to provide for constructive direction to these forces of change,

AND RESOLED upon joint and cooperative efforts for regional educational development,

HAVE, through our sovernments, adopted hereby this Charter of the Southeast Asian Ministers

of Education Organization.

ARTICLE 1
Purpose and Functions

1. The purpose of the Organization is to promote cooperation among the Southeast Asian nations
through education, science and culture in order to further respect for justice, for the rule of law and for
the human rights and fundamental freedom which are the birthrights of the peoples of the world.

2. To realize this purpose the Organization will :

(a) Collaborate in the work of advancing the mutual knowledge and the understanding of the peoples
in Southeast Asia as well as the rest of the world;

(b) Promote and collaborate with the Member States, at their request, in joint projects and
programmes of mutual benefit concerning education, science and culture and assist the members in
the development of educational activities;

(c) Maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge;

(d) Assist in articulating education to the economic and social goals in the individual Member
States;

3. With a view to preserving the independence, integrity and fruitful diversity of the cultures and
educational systems of the Member States, the Organization is prohibited from intervening in matters

which are essentially within their domestic jurisdiction.
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Article I
MEMBERSHIP

1. The original Member States of this Organization shall be: Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and the Republic of Vietnam.

2. Southeast Asian States not members of this Organization may be admitted as Member States by
a two-third majority vote of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Council.

3. Any Member States of the Organization may withdraw from the Organization by notice addressed to
the Secretariat. Such notice shall take effect on 31 December of the year following the year during which
the notice is given. Such withdrawal shall not affect the financial obligations owed to the Organization on
the date the withdrawal takes effect.

Article Il
ORGANS
The Organization shall include a Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Council and a Secretariat
Article IV
THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN MINISTERS OF EDUCATION COUNCIL

1. The Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Council, hereinafter referred to as the “Council”, shall
consist of the Ministers of Education or accredited representatives of the Member States of the Organization.

2. The Council shall determine the policies and the main lines of work of the Organization.

3. The Council shall appoint the Director of the Secretariat.

4. The Council shall receive the reports of the Director and approve the programme and budget of
the Organization.

5. The presence of at least two-thirds of the Member States is necessary for the Council to do business.
Each Member State shall have one vote. Decisions shall be made by a simple majority of the Member States

present and voting, except in cases in which a two-third majority is required by the provisions of this Charter.
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6. The Council shall meet annually in ordinary session; it may meet in extraordinary session if it so decides

: orif called by at least in extracrdinary session if it so decides or if called by at least one-third of the Member States
—— 7. Ateach session the location of its next ordinary session shall be designated by the Council, if the session
e is called by it, or otherwise by the Director after consultation with at last one-third of the Member States
: 8. The Council shall adopt its own rules of procedure.
- 9. The Council shall, at the ordinary session of each year, elect a President and other officers.
— - 10. The Council shall set up special and technical committees and such other subordinate bodies
= as may be nessary for its purposes.
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Article V
THE SECRETARIAT

1. The Secretariat of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization shall be called
“The Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Secretariat” (SEAMES), hereinafter referred to as the
“Secretariat”.

2. The Secretariat shall consist of a Director and such staff as may be required.

3. The Director shall be appointed by the Council under such terms and conditions as the Council
may approve, and shall be eligible for reappointment. He shall be the chief administrative officer and
the legal representative of the Organization.

4. The Director shal lappoint the staff of the Secretariat in accordance with staff regulations
to be approved by the Council. Subject to the paramount consideration of securing the highest
standard of integrity, efficeincy and technical competence, appointemnet to the staff shall be on as wide
a georgraphical basis as possible.

5. In determining the salaries of the professional staff, the international organization scale shall
be used.

6. The responsibilities of the Director and of the staff shal be exculsively international in character.
In the discharge of their duties they shal Inot seek or receive instructions from any government or from any
authority external to the Organization. They shall refrain from any action which might prejudice their position as
international officials. Each Member State of the Organization undertakes to respect the international
character of the responsibilities of the Director and staff, and not to seek to influence them in
the discharge of their duties.

7. The Secretariat shall perform, under the authority of the Council, the following functions:

(a) Implement the policies and execute the programmes adopted by the Council;

(b) Plan and study the feasibility of regional education project proposals;

(c) Hold conferences and seminars;

(d) Promote the utilization of academic facilities and professional competence within the region through
exchange of students, faculty members, professional personnel and instructional meterals;
(e) Administer small or temporary projects or centres of regiona significance;
(f) Help secure financial support for the Organization from interested countries, organizations or other souces;
(g) Cooperative with other organizations and agencies in matters of ommon interest; and

(h) Carry out all other assigcnments given by the Council.
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8. The Director shall prepare the agenda for the Council. The Director shall submit to the Council
the progrmmes of work for the Organization and corresponding budget estimates together with such
recommendations as he considers desirable.

9. The Director, or a deputy designated by him, shall participate withouth the right to vote in all
meeetings of the Council, and of the Committess of the Organization.

10. The Director shall prepare and communicate to the Member Sates and to the council preiodical

T

reports on the activities of the Organization. The Council shall determine the period to be be covered
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by these reports.
Article VI
BUDGET

1. The budget shall be administered by the Council

2. The Council shall approve and give final effect to the budget and to the appointment of financial
responsibility among the Member States of the Organization.

3. The Director, with the approval of the Council and on behalf of the Organization, may receive
gifts, bequests, and subventions directly from Governments, public and private institutions, associations,
and private persons.

Article VII
RELATIONS WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES

1. This Organization may cooperate with other specialized regional and international and
international organizations and agencies whose interests and activities are related to its purposes.
To this end the Director, acting under the general authority of the council, may establish effective
working relationships with such organizations and agencies and make arrangements for establishing such
joint committees as may be necessary to ensure effective cooperation. Any formal arrangements entered
into with such organizations and agencies shall be subject to the approval of the Council.

2. This Organization may make appropriate arrangements with other specialized regional and

-
international organizations and agencies for reciprocal representation at meetings.
e 3. This Organization may make suitable arrangements for consultation and cooperation with
— = governmental and non-governmental organizations and agencies concerned with matters within its
T competence, and may invite them to undertake specific tasks.
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Article VIII
LEGAL STATUS OF THE ORGANIZATION

1. The Organization shall posses full juridical personality and, in particular, full capacities;

(a)to contract;
(b)to acquire, and dispose of, immovable and movable property, and;

(c)to institute legal proceedings.

P T LSS

2. The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each of its Member States such privileges and

Ll
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immunities as are necessary for the fulfillment of its purposes.

3. Representatives of the Member States and officials of the Organization shall similarly enjoy such
privileges and immunities as are necessary for the independent exercise of their functions in connection
with the Organization.

Article IX
AMENDMENTS

1. Proposals for amendments to this Charter shall become effective upon receiving the approval of
a two-third majority of the Member States. The draft texts of the proposed amendments shall be communicated
by the Director to the Member States at least six months in advance of their consideration by the Council.

2. The Council shall have the power to adopt, by a two-third majority of the Member States
present and voting, rules of procedure for carrying out the provisions of this Article.

Article X
INTERPRETATION
Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation of this Charter shall be decided by the Council.
Article Xl
ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Charter shall be subject to acceptance. The instruments of acceptance shall be deposited with

T

the Royal Thai Government of Thailand

2. This Charter shall come into force when it has been accepted by five of the original Member

States. Subsequent acceptance shall take effect immediately
3. The said Government will inform all the Member States of the receipts of all instruments of
acceptance and of the date on which the Charter comes into force in accordance with the preceding paragraph.
IN FAITH WHEREOF, the undersigned, duly authorized to that effect, have signed this Charter.
DONE in the capital city of Singapore the 7th day of February, one thousand nine hundred and sixty-eight,

in a single copy, in the English language, of which certified copies will be communicated by the Royal

PR s

Government of Thailand to the Governments of all the other Member States.
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APPENDIX

Terms and Conditions of Associate Membership and Affiliate Membership of SEAMEO

I. Associate Membership

1.

Associate Membership shall be open to any country which is willing to promote cooperation among
Southeast Asian nations through education, science and culture.

(i) Associate Membership shall be approved by a two-third majority of the Council

(i) This approval may be given by referendum.

The withdrawal procedure of an Associate Member from the Organization shall be the same as that of a
Member State, namely: any Associate Member of the Organization may withdraw from the Organization
by notice addressed to the Secretariat. Such notice shall take effect on 31 December of the year following
the year during which the notice is given. Such withdrawal shall not affect the financial obligations owed to
the Organization on the date the withdrawal takes effect.

An Associate Member may participate in the programmes of the various Centres/Projects and the number
of participants in each programme is to be decided by the Centre/Project concerned; the cost of such
participation shall be at the same rates as charged to participants of Member States and shall be borne
by the Associate Member.

(i) An Associate Member shall have the right to send representatives to Council, and other SEAMEO
meetings and participate in their proceedings but shall have no voting rights.

(i) An Associate Member shall have the same number of representatives on each Governing Board as
a Member State has but without voting rights. The expenses of the representatives shall be borne by
the Associate Member.

An Associate Member shall make an annual financial contribution to the Organization, the amount of
which shall be fixed by the Council.

As in the case of Member States of the Organization an Associate Member will consider making voluntary

contributions to the SEAMEO Educational Development Fund.

II. Affiliate Membership
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1.

2.

Affiliate Membership shall be open to a semi-governmental institution or nongovernmental organization
which is willing to promote co-operation among Southeast Asian nations through education, science
and culture.

The terms and conditions relating to Associate Membership shall be applied mutatis mutandis to Affiliate
Membership in all respects except that Affiliate Members shall have no right to participate in the in-camera

sessions of the Meetings of Members and Associate Members of SEAMEQ.

* Adopted as terms and conditions of Associate Membership, January 1973, 8th SEAMEC Conference,
Phnom Penh; revised to cover Affiliate Membership, January 1983, 18th SEAMEC Conference, Penang




Report of H E Sukich Nimmanheminda
Minister of Education
to Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, Prime Minister
at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Darakarn Building
(UNESCO/SEAMES Office)
920 Sukhumvit Road, Bangkok
on Friday, February 19, 1971

o O

Your Excellency,

My colleagues in the Ministry of Education and myself are deeply appreciative of your kindness in
having accepted our invitation to preside at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Darakarn Building, to be
used as office of two international educational organizations, namely, the Regional Office for Education
in Asia of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, or “UNESCO” for short,
and the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Secretariat or “SEAMES”.

Allow me to present to Your Excellency a brief account of the cooperation between Thailand and the two
organizations.

Thailand became Member State of UNESCO on January 1, 1949. It could therefore be said that the
relationship between Thailand and the Organization dated as far back as 22 years ago. After Thailand had
become a member, UNESCO experts were sent to work for various educational projects, for instance, the
Chachoengsao Pilot Project. As the number of projects increased, so did the number of experts. It therefore
became necessary to establish an Office of UNESCO Chief of Mission to Thailand, which was originally located
in the Ministry of Education. The said Office was moved to several other locations until it was finally installed
in one wing of the building, which had formerly housed the now-defunct Ministry of Culture at Sanam Sua Pa.

In 1960, UNESCO wished to establish its Regional Office for Education in Asia with a view to planning
for development of primary education in this region and sought the permission of His

Majesty’s Government to set up the said Office in Bangkok. The Office of UNESCO Chief of Mission to

T

Thailand had to be transformed to become the UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Asia, thus there

was a need for a new office building to house the UNESCO Regional Office.

In 1965, UNESCO organized in Bangkok the Second Conference of Ministers of Education and Ministers
Responsible for economic Planning of Member States in Asia. At the close of the Conference, the Ministers of
Education of some Southeast Asian countries held a meeting to discuss the possibilities of mutual cooperationin
the field of education, resulting in the establishment of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Secretariat or
“SEAMES”. Thiswasaninterim office with Dr Kaw SwasdiPanich asitsactingdirector. ltwasfirst located in the Ministry of

Educationandwasafterwards movedto the Educational Mateirals Centreinthe compound of the Teachers’ Council.
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In 1968, at the Third Annual Conference of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Council,
a resolution was adopted authorizing the permanent SEAMES Office to be established in Bangkok and
appointing myself as its first director.

I have already made mention of the need to house the Regional Office of UNESCO, and now SEAMES
has added a new weight to this need. The Ministry of Education therefore requested Your Excellency

to present the case to the Council of Ministers for consideration. With your kind support, the Council of

T

Ministers allocated a sum of 15 million baht for the construction of this building, the foundation stone
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of which was laid by Your Excellency on January 3, 1969.

The site of the building has an area of 6.2 rai; the building itself is five-storeyed,
square-shaped and 35 metres long on each side. Mr Khian Suwansingh and M.R. Biradej
Chakrabandhu are the architects, and Mr Kumut Kiatfeaungfoo and Mr Niyom Riansuwan are
the engineers. The Wiwat Construction Limited Partnership is the constructor. Since the building
is meant for the common use of UNESCO and SEAMES, the building has originally been called “UNESCO/
SEAMES Building”. Later, His Excellency M.L. Pin Malakul, who has always been keenly interested in
activities of both organizations and has taken the initiative of constructing this building, has given it a most
appropriate name of “Darakarn”, as it is located in the compound of the Planetarium of the Ministry of
Education, which has adopted this name ever since.

Your Excellency, the auspicious moment has arrived. | respectfully beg Your Excellency to inaugurate
the Darakarn building for the use of UNESCO and SEAMES, which will serve as a symbol of cooperation between

Thailand and the two organizations.

|
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Address by His Excellency Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn
Prime Minister
at the Inauguration Ceremony of the Darakarn Building
(UNESCO/SEAMES Office)
on Friday, February 19, 1971

o O

Your Excellency, Mr Directors, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It cives me a great pleasure to attend the Inauguration Ceremony of the Darakarn Building,
the foundation stone of which was laid by myself at the invitation of the Ministry of Education two
years ago. His Majesty’s Government is greatly honoured that the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization and the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization have chosen to
base their offices in Thailand. On behalf of the Thai Government, | wish to pledge our firm support to
the Organizations to which we shall continue to accord all the facilities required.

| can assure all of you that His Majesty’s Government has always realized the significant
role of education in national development and has done its utmost to improve the education
of its people, particularly at the time when the recent population explosion has become
a critical problem. We are therefore gratified to see that UNESCO shares a similar
view and has rendered most valuable assistance to Thailand as well as other countries in this part of
the world in the development of education.

SEAMEO is another organization with the same purpose of promoting education, but in a smaller
area, that is to say, within the region of Southeast Asia. Although the Organization has only been recently
established, its great success is quite apparent, as could be seen in the number of the centres of its various

projects located in different Member States. | take this opportunity to extend our warm welcome to H E

T

Dr Neuyen-Luu-Vien, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education of the Republic of Vietnam, President

of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Council, who has kindly honoured us with his presence.
I also wish to extend our warm welcome to the directors of the six project centres of the Organization who
have come to attend this Inauguration Ceremony. Indeed it is most gratifying to witness the solidarity of
leading educators in this region in their common efforts to develop education in this part of the world.

At this auspicious moment, it is my pleasure to inaugurate the Darakarn Building and take this
opportunity to wish the two organizations every success in their undertakings, which will pave the way

for the educational and economic development of the people in Southeast Asia.

PR
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Address by
His Excellency Mr. Pongpol Adireksarn
Minister of Education, Thailand
Chairman of the Thai National Commission for UNESCO
and President of SEAMEO Council
at the Unveiling Ceremony of the Statue of H.E. Mom Luang Pin Malakul

and the Dedication of Mom Luang Pin Malakul Centenary Building

Friday, December 27, 2002 at 09.00 hrs.
at UNESCO-SEAMEO Secretariat Building, Sukhumvit Road, Bangkok

minigiginiginin

Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO,

Dr. Arief Sadiman, Director of SEAMEO Secretariat,

Members of Diplomatic Corps, and Representatives from the United Nations Units,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed a great honour and a privilege for me to be here this morning to join all of you in the celebration
of Mom Luang Pin Malakul Centenary. As we are well aware, UNESCO has acclaimed His Excellency as a world
great personality on the occasion of his centenary in 2003. May | express my heartfelt appreciation to Mr. Koichiro
Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO for honouring us with his presence and participation in the ceremony,
and especially for the support that UNESCO and the SEAMEO Secretariat have given to this important event.
The Royal Thai Government, through the Ministry of Education has allocated 5.99 million baht for the renovation
of this building as part of the Mom Luang Pin Malakul Centenary Celebration, and rename it in his honour.

Gathered here at this ceremony are some of the relatives and former students of His Excellency Mom Luang
Pin Malakul, officials of the Ministry of Education, guests and friends from within the country and outside, who cherish
many fond memories of His Excellency Mom Luang Pin Malakul. We remember him not only as a former Minister

of Education, but more importantly as an outstanding educator who devoted his long life and career to the cause of

iR e

education. Among some of His Excellency Mom Luang Pin Malakul’s major focuses and achievements were :

equal access and quality, development of rural teachers, and international cooperation in education, sciences,

|

and culture.

His Excellency Mom Luang Pin Malakul was an active and well-recognized leader at many UNESCO fora.
In 1949, he served as the director and coordinator for the International Seminar for Rural Adult Education for
Community Action organized by UNESCO in Mysore, India. In 1950, he chaired the ECAFE-UNESCO Working Group
in Bangkok. He attended many International Conferences of UNESCO such as the International Conference of
Education at IBE, Geneva in 1951 and one year later, because of his active leadership, was elected to the UNESCO

Executive Board for two consecutive terms.
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At the regional level, he chaired the Minister of Education of Asian States Meeting on Education and Economic
Planning Meeting twice, in 1962 and 1965, during which he held informal consultations with Ministers of Education
of Southeast Asian Countries. He became instrumental in founding the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education
Organization, better known as SEAMEO. He contributed significantly to the establishment and development of
many SEAMEO Regional Centers of Excellence, hosted by various Member Countries, as well as the establishment
of the Secretariat of SEAMEO, hosted by the Government of Thailand.

Within his own country, His Excellency Mom Luang Pin Malakul is remembered nation-wide with great respect

and love, as a teacher at Chulalongkorn University, founder of countless primary and secondary schools both in

o O

Bangkok and in the provinces. Founder of Chiang Mai University, Silpakorn University Sanamchandra Palace Campus, and
Srinakharinwirot University. During his long service in various posts at the Ministry of Education, he was particularly
concerned about the quality of rural teachers, and made important efforts to establish many Teacher Colleges
in remote provinces such as Chiang Rai and Mahasarakam, and the Community Teacher College at Jom Bueng,
Rachaburi, all of them have now become Rajabhat Institutes. He also promoted the development of the Teachers
Council and founded the Association for the Summer Study of Teachers under the Teachers Council.

Mom Luang Pin Malakul had an excellent command of both Thai and English, and had authored more than
200 literary works, comprising 57 essays on education, 58 plays, 32 works in poetry, 8 travelogues, and 52 bylines and
occasional papers. In recognition of his literary achievements, the Thai Government proclaimed him a National Artist
in literature in 1987.

On the occasion of UNESCO and SEAMEO joining us in the commmemoration of Mom Luang Pin Malakul Centenary,
| should like to quote from Dr. Kaw Swasdi Panich, the first Director of SEAMEO Secretariat and a former
Executive Board of UNESCO and a former Minister of Education of Thailand. Dr. Kaw Swasdi Panich, a student
of Mom Luang Pin’s and one of his close associates, wrote in 1987 that “Mom Luang Pin was born to work for
education. He was always happy when he worked. He enjoyed doing everything from teaching to meeting the
difficult challenges of educational development.”

Today, | stand in front of his Centenary Building, as a student of his works and a follower in His Excellency

ol )]

Mom Luang Pin Malakul’s footsteps in education. | pay my heartfelt respect for him and a deep admiration for

what he has endeavoured to do in his life for all of us, and for the younger generations. And today, | am proud

to be among all of you, and to join with all of you in doing him the honour by rededicating the building that he
founded in 1969 to house the regional office of UNESCO and the Secretariat of SEAMEO, and to unveil his statue
in this building.

May | thank you all once again for your support and assistance and for joining me in performing this gesture
of gratitude to His Excellency Mom Luang Pin Malakul this morning. | believe that this commemoration of his
centenary will serve as a reminder to all of us, that education, as he himself wrote in one of his famous poems,

“like orchids, takes such a long time to blossom. But once in bloom, is so glorious and can be admired by all.”

PR

Thank you very much for your attention.
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